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Oaxaca. Resistance And Color

New Art Work By Contemporary Oaxacan Masters

Curated By Calixto Robles

Painting Printmaking Video Photography Music Sculpture

From June 1st To July 27, 2007
 ._____________________________________________

Curator's Statement

Background

Oaxaca is a state in the south of Mexico, rich in culture and tradition, a place that has given birth to great cultures like the
Mixtec and the Zapotec and to brave and liberal people like Benito Juarez, Ricardo Flores Magon and Frida Khalo.  It is also an
impoverished state due to the corrupted political party, the PRI-PAN Mexican parties,who for more than 100 years have been
exploiting and robbing the Oaxacan people.

Oaxaca is a place where the arts have flourished, especially painting, printmaking and ceramics and where painters like
Rufino Tamayo, Rodolfo Nieto, Rodolfo Morales, and Francisco Toledo have brought fame to Mexico all over the world.  And
now a new generation of artists, some of whom are in this show, for example, Alejandro Santiago, Fernando Olivera, Gloria
Morales, Jorge Lopez Garcia, Ernesto H. Olmos, to name a few have emerged.

The Uprising

Last year a series of events gave way to a long resistance and organization of the Oaxacan people to try to change the way
justice is administered.  In the early morning of June 14, 2006, the police, sent in by the tyrant governor of Oaxaca, Ulises
Ruiz Ortiz, attacked a peaceful sit in of the teachers in the main square of Oaxaca to demand better salaries.

More than 800 police, supported by helicopters  and dogs, tried to empty the main square injuring  women, children, and
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